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Investigators comb through the stopped white van that was used to ram into pedestrians during a deadly attack in Toronto’s North 
York area on Apr. 23. The attack claimed the lives of 10 people and injured many others. (Photo Courtesy of Reuters News Agency) 


The City of Brampton is looking at 
erecting concrete barriers in the 
downtown area to prevent deadly 
truck-ramming attacks like the one in 
Toronto Monday. 

“Our staff is looking it that. We do 
have to prepare with the world we live 
in, especially a big city like Brampton. 
As we increase our population. Cer- 
tainly we have to be prepared,” Coun- 


cillor Martin Medeiros told Peel 
Weekly News. “Toronto is on all our 
minds and that’s a consideration that 
I think we have to reassess.” 

The security issue came up at a 
workshop attended by councillors in 
the wake of the murderous, terror- 
style truck ramming attack at the 
Yonge and Finch area in North York. 

The attack killed at least ten people 
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and sent 15 others to hospital. It bore 
similarities to terror attacks in Lon- 
don, Nice, Berlin and New York. 

Medeiros, the councillor for Wards 
3 and 4 said the Toronto attack may 
bring about a stepped up timetable for 
security measures in the downtown 
core. 
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lards or something else was 


“There are these type of bar- 


“That's the world we live in now,” says Medeiros 


“As we're preparing the 
downtown imagination proj- 
ect, that’s a couple of years 
down the road, we have to im- 
plement some form of meas- 
ures right now especially as 
we come up to the festival sea- 
son.” 

The downtown area of 
Brampton is a magnet for tens 
of thousands of people attend- 
ing events in the Flower City, 
especially as the weather im- 
proves. 

The concern is that such 
events could also attract the 
attention of those looking to 
kill people and cause destruc- 
tion. 

Ward 3 and 4 Councillor 
Jeff Bowman says the protec- 
tive barrier issue is an impor- 
tant one for Brampton, even 
just for special events. 

"That is the exact question I 
asked about the new open 
spaces being designed to en- 
courage people to gather near 
Garden Square. I asked if in 
light of yesterday's event in 
Toronto if pedestrian safety in 
the form of removable bol- 


being considered. The re- 
sponse was yes, but that staff 
would get back to us with 
plans. This would only be 
used during special events 
when larger numbers of peo- 
ple are in attendance,” Bow- 
man said. 

Staff is considering avail- 
able options including meas- 
ures taken in Europe where 
concrete barriers have been 
erected. 

“T would imagine they’d go 
on the periphery of the down- 
town. I’m not sure what form; 
I'll wait for staff to propose 
what security measures we 
could take. Certainly we do 
have to have that part of our 
plan, unfortunately. That’s the 
world we live in now,” 
Medeiros said. 

After the Berlin attacks, 
German authorities erected 
concrete barriers in the city of 
Hamburg, but crash tests on 
those found the 2.5 tonne con- 
crete blocks ineffective in 
stopping large vehicles. The 
barriers may prove more ef- 
fective against the type of van 
used in the Toronto attack. 


riers that pop up that you 
could apply,” Medeiros said. 
"There are different sorts of 
things you could use and add 
to it. Especially around the 
downtown _ re-imagination 
project, one of the considera- 
tions is, from a security per- 
spective, especially when you 
have large events, festivals as 
we're planning downtown, 
you have to have the type of 
measures and capabilities and 
planning that goes into it in 
case there’s some form of se- 
curity risk.” 

The attack in Toronto is al- 
ready weighing on budget 
considerations and plans for 
infrastructure and security in 
Peel Region. 

“When I think of all the 
times I’ve been in that part of 
Yonge and Finch and other 
areas of the city, and you put 
yourself into it. God forbid it’s 
a member of your own family 
or friends but that’s part of the 
world we live in. Unfortu- 
nately you’ve got to be cau- 
tious and cognizant of your 
surroundings,” Medeiros said. 


Pedestrians walk past a set of concrete barriers in front of Toronto’s Union Station Tuesday, placed 
in the wake of Monday’s deadly attack in North York. (Photo Courtesy of CJ Smith/Twitter) 


Councillor probed over “damaging” Polish smear 


by Marco Patrone 


A Mississauga Councillor is 
the focus of an integrity review 
over comments slammed as 
derogatory by Polish Canadi- 
ans. 

At a council meeting on Apr. 
11, Ward 5 Councillor Carolyn 
Parrish made a sweeping gen- 
eralization about Polish men. 

“Generally growing up in a 
family of Polish men,” she said. 
“Lots of Polish men, I was 
bound and determined never 
to marry one. They’re all high 
strung, they’re all edgy, theyre 
all in your face,” she said. 

The comments drew the ire 
of the Canadian Polish Con- 
gress, which described them as 
“stereotypical.” 

“T asked to meet with her but 
all I got was a telephone call,” 
said Anna Mazurkiewicz, a 
spokeswoman for the Missis- 
sauga District of the Canadian 
Polish Congress. 

“We wanted her, in a council 
meeting with the same group 


of people to whom she made 
the remarks, to go back and 
correct that misconception 
that she had caused, basically 
to undo the damage she 
caused the perception others 
have of us.” 

Instead, Mazurkiewicz says 
Parrish defended the com- 
ments, saying they were misin- 
terpreted, made in jest, and 
taken out of context. A review 
of the video of the Apr. 11 
meeting suggests the com- 
ments were serious, especially 
since no one appeared to laugh 
or find them amusing. 

The Canadian Polish Con- 
gress says Parrish tried to dis- 
miss their concerns by offering 
an insincere apology. 

“We did get a letter of apol- 
ogy that was not adequate. We 
therefore have filed a com- 
plaint with the integrity com- 
missioner of Mississauga.” 

Peel Weekly News reached 
out to Parrish, who said she 
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had "no further comment". 

Mazurkiewicz, who is also an 
organizer of the Mississauga 
Polish Day, says Parrish’s Pol- 
ish roots don’t give her license 
to make derogatory remarks 
about any ethnic group. She 
wants the complaint to serve 
as a deterrent against any fu- 
ture insulting statements 
made about all ethnic groups. 
After the Apr. 11 comments, 
Juliusz Kirejezyk, District 
President of the Canadian Pol- 
ish Congress released a state- 
ment. 

“As we all know, we have in 
Canada people from all over 
the wore: They work hard and 
participate to the well being of 
all of us, and such unjust, 
stereotyping words should 
never be voiced at the public 
meeting by elected officials,” 
the statement read. 

He said he would pass the 
matter on to the Executive 
Board Of the Canadian Polish 


Congress and to Mississauga 
District of CPC. 

Parrish is now 72 years old 
and has yet to announce 
whether she'll be 
seeking re-election 
in the coming fall 
municipal election. 

Mississauga has 
a large Polish com- 
munity. | Bonnie 
Crombie has spo- 
ken about her 
proud Polish roots, 
speaks the lan- 
guage, and gave 
the keynote ad- 
dress at the 
Canada-Poland 
Chamber of Com- 
merce last Octo- 
ber. 

The city will 
mark Polish Day 
with a cultural fes- 
tival on June 9, 
“celebrating Pol- 
ish-Canadian con- 


9878 Dixie Road. Brafipton 


tribution towards Canada’s 

rich cultural mosaic,”accord- 

ing to the Polish Day website. 
The event has particular sig- 


nificance this year as Poland is 
celebrating 100 years of inde- 
pendence. Last year, the event 
drew 20,000 visitors. 
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PROVINCIAL ELECTION REPORT 


MISSISSAUGA | BRAMPTON | CALEDON 
Finding my legs - and stomach - for editorials 


Peter Whitaker 
Publisher 
a 

Judging by the re- 
sponse from my article 
last week, we hit the right 
nerve. 

For those of you that 
commented - thank you. 

Our little newspaper is 
one year old this month, 
and while we did print 
for several months 
(printing ceased in No- 
vember of last year), we 
have been digital the 
whole time. 

My job as publisher has 
been to keep our voice 
alive and well - no easy 
task. 

Do we need another 
media voice in the Peel 
Region? Well ... YES. 

We've gone the last fifty 
years with no media 
other than Metroland- 
branded newspapers, 
and their evolution 
seems to continue to 
change with complete di- 


rection from head office 
Torstar. 

Our mandate from day 
one has been to deliver 
stories you just won't see 
in the other papers in 
Peel, and to tell the story 
in such a way that you 
decide your own point of 
view. 

We felt it important 
that the reader be the 
judge. We did not want to 
see journalists preaching. 
There’s far too much of it 
that goes on in this in- 
dustry due to corporate 
mandates ... left or right! 

As of today (Apr. 25), 
we have 44 days until the 
election, and the mud is 
flying everywhere. 

Just to be clear, this isa 
two-horse race between 
the sitting Liberals and 
the PCs. According to 
polls conducted Monday, 
the PCs are in the lead. 

That certainly does not 
sit well with many of you, 
specifically in the south 
end of Mississauga where 


a 
the Liberal MPP is the 
province’s Finance Min- 
ister, Charles Sousa. 

Charles has served the 
community well and his 
hard work earned him 
the cabinet position of Fi- 
nance Minister. 

As he is considered by 
some to be the architect 
of many of the Liberal 
policies, will this be his 
downfall? Will his fate 
follow the rest of the Lib- 
erals as this province pre- 
pares for a PC sweep? 


It’s not quite that sim- 
ple, though. We still have 
an election to go through. 
If you play the game, you 
know that the score is not 
final until that buzzer 
sounds. 

What do the Liberals 
have to do to convince 
more than their base to 
vote for them again? 

If you listen to all of the 
political pundits, they’re 
saying “she’s terrible” 
and “he’s worse”. 

The NDP and the Green 


Party just have to sit on 
the sidelines and await 
the results, and there is a 
good chance the NDP 
could be the official op- 
position. 

Don’t believe anything 
you read or see about this 
upcoming election. The 
fate of this province is in 
the hands of the voters, 
and I’m counting on 
them to have all the facts 
and base their vote on 
them - not insults to ei- 
ther party leader. 


Streetcars a “Toronto symbol,” wrong for Mississauga, says Crombie 


by Marco Patrone 


Mayor Bonnie Crombie 
doesn’t want streetcars com- 
ing into her city, calling them 
a “Toronto symbol,” not a 
Mississauga one. 

“T don’t like the thought of 
that TTC streetcar coming 
into Mississauga,” she told 
city council Wednesday. “I 
hope you're not proposing 
that long term.” 

Council got an update from 
staff on the “Connecting 
Communities Project”, a 25- 
year transportation ‘master 
plan’ for people living and 
working in the Lakeshore 
communities. 

There are service agree- 
ments between the TTC and 
MiWay that allow for cross 
border bus travel. Staff ar- 
gues allowing TTC streetcars 
into Mississauga would 
make it easier for customers 
travelling between the two 


cities. Conversely, adding a 
transfer might dampen rid- 
ership. 

“The effect that transfers 
have on individuals who 
want to take transit from 
south Mississauga to Etobi- 
coke, and the effect we’re 
seeing of a transfer at Long 
Branch, not as many people 
ride the transit then,” project 
leader Mark VanderSluis 
said of the recommendation 
to allow streetcars into Mis- 
sissauga. 

Crombie said streetcars are 
more of a Toronto thing. 

“Tt’s quaint to see the little 
streetcars going by but it’s a 
Toronto symbol, not a Mis- 
sissauga symbol,” she said. 

“I would rather see our 
LRT run east west and con- 
nect up with it, and connect 
with the Go Train as well.” 

Mississauga is growing 


quickly, and with all the de- 
velopment, becoming more 
densely populated. The 
number of apart- 
ments, condos 
and townhouse 
units are on the 
rise while single- 
detached growth 
has slowed. 
Developments 
in communities 
like Lakeview 
and the West Vil- 
lage are expected 
to add 56,000 
people to the area 
adding to traffic 
congestion in the 
years ahead. 
Most people 
would rather use 
their cars even 
for short trips of 
less than 10 kilo- 
metres adding to 


congestion and putting strain 
on the City’s existing infra- 
structure. The City would 


rather see people walking, 
cycling and taking transit 
than using their cars. 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 


—e- 


Opinion 


| PDN April 25 Layout 1 2018-04-29 8:48 PM Page 5 


Apr. 25, 2018 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 5 


The hardening of anti-Trudeau sentiment 


Marc Patrone 
Columnist 


After weeks of PR blunders, 
Justin Trudeau got some 
good news this month cour- 
tesy of Liberal friendly poll- 
ster Nanos, who put voter 
support for the PM at 41%. 

For supporters of Trudeau, 
that’s an encouraging number 
suggesting the India trip that 
made him an international 
laughing stock won’t do per- 
manent damage to his re- 
election hopes. 

Dig a little deeper into the 
poll, however, and we find the 
real takeaway number may 
give his supporters reason for 
pause. Only half of Canadians 
would even consider voting 
Liberal today, down substan- 
tially from the time he was 
elected. 

In winning the last election 
with the support of about 
39% of voters, Trudeau’s Lib- 
erals were at least being con- 
sidered as an option by 
around 67% of Canadians. 

Roughly 2/3rds of us were 
open to the idea of voting Lib- 
eral. Many thought better of 


Mortgage Tune 


it, but Trudeau was at least in 
the running. 

Over the last 18 months or 
so, that number has been on 
a downward trajectory. If that 
number were the stock mar- 
ket, your equity portfolio 
would be down about 25%. 

Conversely, the “no-way- 
T’m-voting-Liberal” number 
is up a whopping 46% from 
just 18 months ago. In other 
words, anti-Trudeau senti- 
ment is on a sharp uptick. 

It suggests Trudeau is 
alienating a lot of people who 
will probably be very moti- 
vated to vote in the coming 
election. No wonder he’s 
opening the borders up to 
floods of economic depen- 
dants. Liberals will need 
those votes in the years ahead 
as the rest of us wake up to 
the dangers of ballooning 
debt and a welfare system 
creaking under the strain. 

Now remember the knock 
against former PM Stephen 
Harper among liberals and 
their echo chamber in media 
was that he was such a ‘polar- 
izing’ figure. 

Trudeau was going to bring 
us all together in a national 
embrace; an explosion of 


rainbows, lollipops, moon- 
beams as we collectively sang 
Kumbaya. 

It hasn’t quite worked out 
that way, as Canadians are 
more divided than ever along 
regional, gender, economic, 
ethnic and yes, political lines. 


Much has been made of the 
gender split, with Trudeau’s 
support of men down to 
about 30%. Nanos recently 
found the PM has lost about a 
third of men who voted for 
him in 2015. 

Trudeau’s estrogen-fuelled 
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rhetoric about being a femi- 
nist opposed to ‘toxic mas- 
culinity’ may have solidified 
his support among the seg- 
ment of society that sees men 
as the source of everything 
evil in the world, but it has 
clearly polarized the country. 

For some voters (including 
some women), he increas- 
ingly comes across as tire- 
some, smarmy, and 
pandering. 

Western alienation is back 
with a vengeance over the 
pipeline issue. Notwithstand- 
ing the current socialist gov- 
ernment in Alberta, regional 
splits between that province 
and favoured child Quebec 
appear as deep as ever. 

The country is hemorrhag- 
ing investment capital, while 
racking up debt and alienat- 
ing Canadians with carbon 
taxes that have made every- 
thing more expensive. Was 
that his idea of ‘helping the 
middle class’? 

It is a rather curious feature 
of this poll, that even as his 
long term “anti-Trudeau” 
numbers rise, his latest num- 
bers stand at 41%. 

Apparently, we are to con- 
clude there are still those who 


May Monteiro 


swoon at the sight of his pre- 
cious heart-shaped hand 
curls, the over-the-top parad- 
ing in cultural garb, his hec- 
toring attempts to contort 
language to suit his gender- 
less view of the world, his 
preaching on climate-change, 
his constant vacations on the 
public dime, and the nerdy, 
self-conscious cross-legged 
body language you’d expect 
from a 12-year-old goodie- 
two-shoes waiting for violin 
class. 

However, the poll suggests 
a growing number see a vac- 
uous, elitist poseur and left- 
wing phony whose 
self-satisfied virtue-signalling 
is a compensation for his 
utter cluelessness. 

Whatever you may think o 
this Prime Minister, he has 
certainly not brought this 
country together. We are as 
divided as ever and getting 
more so by the day. 


Marco Patrone is the managing 
editor of Peel Daily News. 
editor @peeldailynews.com 
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Report shows “hate crime” down 3% since ‘O09 


by Marco Patrone 


Except for a spike last year 
in anti-Jewish incidents, re- 
ports of hate crimes in 
Toronto have been falling 
relative to population since 
2009. 

To his credit, Chief Mark 
Saunders made the Toronto 
Police Service Hate Crime 
Statistical Report readily 
available to the public and 
media last week. 

It’s a list of 2017's criminal 
offences “committed against 
persons or property and are 
motivated by the victim’s 
race, national or ethnic ori- 
gin, language, colour, reli- 
gion, sex, age, mental or 
physical disability, sexual 
orientation.” 

According to the report, 
between 2009 and 2017, the 
number of “hate incidents” 
has declined as a percentage 
of the population. 

In 2009, out of a popula- 
tion of 2,654,359 people 
there were 174 incidents re- 
ported, one for every 15,254 
residents. Last year, there 
were 186 incidents re- 
ported, one for every 15,752 
of the city’s residents, a de- 


crease of 3.24 per cent from 
eight years earlier. 

Since 2009, the city’s pop- 
ulation grew just over 10 per 
cent but reported incidents 
of hate have increased less 
than 7 per cent suggesting 
such attacks have been in 
relative decline over the 
long term. The exception 
may be in the case of anti- 
Semitic attacks. 

Despite recent demands 
for more online censorship 
and a police crackdown on 
free speech by Muslim 
groups, and politicians ac- 
cused of pandering to them, 
last years spike in hate inci- 
dents can be blamed mainly 
on attacks on the Jewish 
community, not other reli- 
gious groups. 

Peel’s report showed an 
increase of incidents from 
59 to 158, with the vast ma- 
jority being minor cases of 
graffiti or vandalism. In 
Peel, ‘hate’ related com- 
plaints amounted to less 
than half of one per cent of 
crime reports. Only one in 
10 reports led to charges. 

Overblown media reports 


of rampant ‘Islamophobia” 
and organized “hate groups” 
are not borne out by 
Toronto’s findings. So far in 
2018, the highest profile 
anti-Muslim “hate” report 
was dismissed as a hoax 
perpetrated by a girl who 
claimed a man tried to cut 


her hijab, which hardly jus- 
tifies ham-fisted police raids 
on bloggers and youtube 
video creators. 

This more _ detailed 
Toronto report found, “The 
Jewish community and the 
Black community were the 
predominant victim groups 


for mischief occurrences in 
2017.” 

Despite accounting for 
just 3.8 per cent of the pop- 
ulation, the Jewish commu- 
nity was victimized by 28 
per cent of all “hate” related 
incidents last year. 

The Trudeau government 


has allowed a flood of immi- 
grants from countries in 
which LGBTQ persons, 
Christians and Jews are his- 
torically and culturally per- 
secuted due to state 
sponsored attitudes of hate 
and racism. 

“When it comes to people 
coming to Canada from 
countries that have negative 
attitudes towards Jews, 
where the dictatorial gov- 
ernments put out propa- 
ganda against Jewish 
people, that’s just how peo- 
ple might have been 
brought up. Certainly that’s 
something that’s trouble- 
some,” said Noah Shack, VP 
of the Centre for Israel and 
Jewish Affairs.” 

His group is working with 
government to identify and 
weed out anti-Semitic atti- 
tudes amongst immigrants 
who may harbour negative 
views. 

Shack credits the Toronto 
Police for identifying the 
majority of attackers as 
“disturbed individuals” 
finding little evidence of or- 
ganized hate groups. 
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Jewish group baffled by “alarming” spike in GTA anti-Semitic hate crime 


by Marco Patrone 


The head of a Toronto- 
based Jewish advocacy 
group says he can’t explain 
a spike in the number anti- 
Semitic incidents in 2017. 

“T don’t know what lurks 
in the minds of these anti- 
Semites who have perpe- 
trated these crimes,” said 
Noah Shack, VP of the 
Centre for Israel and Jew- 
ish Affairs.” 

According to the annual 
Toronto Police Service 
hate crime report, there 
were 186 incidents in 
2017, a 28% increase in 
the number of reported 
hate crimes compared to 
the previous year. 

Most of the crimes were 
‘mischief type offences 
like graffiti sprayed on 
places of worship. 

The report said, “Factors 
include international 
events, community educa- 
tional programs, hate 
crime training, and in- 
creased reporting. 

Mischief to property, as- 
sault, and utter threats 
were the three most re- 
ported criminal offences 


motivated by hate in 2017. 
As in past years, these 
kinds of offences occurred 
in a variety of different lo- 
cations including private 
dwellings, public 
park/streets, and schools 
and on public transporta- 
tion.” 

Jews make up just 3.8 
per cent of the population 
in Toronto, but accounted 
for 28 per cent of all hate 
crimes reported. 

“There’s nothing rational 
about anti-Semitism, 
nothing rational about 
hate. I can tell you there’s 
been an alarming rise in 
anti-Semitic attacks and 
crimes that have been tak- 
ing place around the world 
particularly in Europe,” 
Shack told the Peel Weekly 
News. 

There were 53 reported 
attacks against the Jewish 
communi while 
Toronto’s black and Mus- 
lim communities each re- 
ported 33 each. He says 
a Fae — job in 
identifying the perpetra- 
tors as i disturbed jadivide 


uals.” 

“These were not perpe- 
trated by and large by or- 
ganized groups and that’s 
a promising sign,” Shack 
said. 

There is an influx of im- 
migrants from countries in 
which Jews are despised 
due to state sponsored and 
promoted anti-Semitism. 

“When it comes to peo- 
pe coming to Canada 

rom countries that have 
negative attitudes towards 
Jews, where the dictatorial 
governments put out 
propaganda against Jew- 
ish people, that’s just how 
people might have been 
brought up. Certainly 
that’s something that’s 
troublesome.” He says 
weeding out those types 
attitudes from immigrants 
is part of the integration 
process. 

The Trudeau govern- 
ment has opened the 
floodgates to immigrants, 
announcing nearly one 
million over the next three 
years. The Liberals say 
their multi-year strategy 


"the most ambitious im- 
migration levels in recent 
history.” The number of 
economic migrants, family 
reunifications and 
refugees are expected to 
rise to 310,000 in 2018 up 


from 300,000 this year, 
then to 330,000, to 2019 
then 340,000 in 2020. 

So far this year, the high- 
est profile “hate” report 
was by an 11-year-old girl 
claiming that man tried to 


cut off her hijab as she 
walked to school. After an 
investigation and a media 
frenzy, police found it to 
be a hoax. 


April 27, 2018 
7:00 - 9:00 a.m. 


MAYOR ALLAN THOMPSON 
TOWN oF CALEDON INVITES YOU TO ATTEND: 


Mayor's 
Business Breakfast 


Tickets: $15 + Fees & Tax 
Tickets/Info: caledon.ca/mayor 


Keynote: Dr. Lance Secretan 


Royal Ambassador Event Centre 
15430 Innis Lake Road 


FEATURING: 


Author and global 
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You can’t put the genie back in the bottle 


Bruce 
Marshall 


As I write this, the attack 
at Yonge and Finch in 
Toronto is only hours old. 

A young man, reported to 
be 25 years old, is in police 
custody. No theory on mo- 
tive has been announced by 
Toronto Police. 

However, unless it's some 
sort of catastrophic loss-of- 
control incident — the cause 
is clear. Anger. He's an 
angry young man about 
something. 

This anger thing — is an 
epidemic. Maybe the most 
serious epidemic of our 
time. 

In our society, this epi- 
demic causes young men — 
mostly — to “go off the rails” 
in so many different ways. 

A young man in Peel was 
recently arrested for a string 
of bank robberies. Similarly 
— he's “off the rails.” Some 
others beat up a young 
handicapped man. Clearly, 
they don't feel part of “us.” 

Some respond to the 
angry rage with anger them- 
selves — hoping that perpe- 
trators “burn in hell” or “rot 
in jail.” 

Maybe the question we 
should be asking is — IS so- 
ciety failing these young 
people — young men in par- 
ticular? 

We know what's happen- 
ing in some countries. In 
places where youth unem- 
ployment reaches levels of 
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A makeshift memorial, set up in the Yonge/Finch area, which was created to honor the victims of a deadly attack in North York on 
Monday afternoon. (Photo Courtesy of Khurram Bajwa / Twitter) 


30%, young men are turn- 
ing to extremism. Either 
Western right-wing hate or 
Islamist right-wing hate. 

THIS is the recruiting 
ground for Nazis and for Is- 
lamist extremists groups. 

It must be said, too, that 
this is fertile ground for any 
gang looking to recruit .. 
which is what the extremists 
are, essentially - gangs. 

The truth is this: We do 


less and less for our youth, 
in my view. We don't see 
them as an investment in 
the future — we've seen 
them as a “cost.” 

Thus it shouldn't be a big 
surprise that some of them 
are disaffected and rebel 
against society with their 
anger and rage. 

Anger and rage. We even 
have political parties now 
that trade in anger and rage. 


And it's totally unfounded 
anger and rage. It's made- 
up. Made up to suit an alter- 
nate reality. 

Anger and rage are legit- 
imized by these parties as 
“expression” or “political 
comment.” Meanwhile, it 
gives it's tacit permission 
for anger and rage gener- 
ally. And we're surprised 
when young people define 
their own horrible ways to 


demonstrate it? 

Programs for youth. Far 
more programs to engage 
youth, interest youth, en- 
courage them, make them 
believe in their own possi- 
bilities. To make them feel 
part of society. 

That's what we need far 
more of, in my view. Far 
more ways to engage youth 
and help them become valu- 
able citizens — instead of 


“this.” 

Late in this writing, I 
heard that the driver was 
associated with people who 
identified as “Incels” or “in- 
voluntary celibates.” 

Who knew that such peo- 
ple identified with eac 
other? 

Well — the internet knew. 
We can't put the genie bac 
in the bottle. But this is a 
consequence of us all being| 
interconnected — just as 
modern terrorist recruit- 
ment is. 

We will be at the ballot 
boxes twice this year. And i 
both cases, there will be im- 
portant information about 
what candidates are willing 
to do for youth. 

Listen well — because the 
decisions we make for the 
next few years could make a 
positive or negative change 
to the future of society. 

Taxes: The investment we 
make in the society we 
want. It doesn't come cheap. 
But not having it would be 
far more expensive. 


Bruce Marshall is a Toronto 
voice-actor, and a long-time 
broadcaster with CHUM Radio. 
He was also a firefighter. 


He's active in local political is- 
sues in Brampton and is an ex- 
ecutive member of the 
Brampton-Centre NDP. 


410 and 427 toll lanes stun Brampton resident 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


In May 2013, Finance 
Minister Charles Sousa an- 
nounced in his provincial 
budget that high occupancy 
vehicle toll lanes would 
more than double around 
the region — including pos- 
sibly Hwy. 410. 

Sousa said HOT lanes 
could raise between $200 
million and $300 million. 

An earlier report on rev- 
enue tools for Metroline 
suggested they could raise 
$250 annually by 2020. 
Revenue for existing HOV 
lanes is about $25 million 
annually. 

The flaw in Ontario is that 
the population is expected 
to grow significantly in the 
next 20 years. There won’t 
be enough lane space in the 
HOV lanes to make them at- 


tractive. 

Ontario NDP Leader An- 
drea Horwath disparaged 
the HOT lanes as “Lexus 
lanes” available only to 
those who can afford to pay. 

“The one thing (in the 
budget) that’s supposed to 
be about transit isn’t really 
about transit. It discourages 
people from taking transit 
and it creates Lexus lanes in 
the province,” she said. 

However, Sousa says HOT 
lanes are about offering 
transportation alternatives. 
“We want to be able to offer 
choice to those who choose 
to use them and pay for 
them,” he said. 

The people of Brampton 
are being absolutely 
stunned, as the 410 and 427 
lanes are going to be open 


sooner rather than later. 
Hwy. 410 is already jammed 
solid in rush hour. 

People who want to reach 
at their destination within 
limited time are already fac- 
ing problems. 

With the addition of a toll 
lane, many commuters will 
not be able to use that lane 
because of the fees being 
implemented. 

This will lead to less traffic 
in the toll lane and heavy 
traffic in the other lanes, 
therefore eliminating any 
progress made towards 
widening the highways. 

Taxes are collected from 
the residents to help fix our 
roads and widen highways 
when needed. Recently, an 
8% increase on gasoline was 
implemented, but the gov- 


ernment is creating new 
ways to take the public’s 
hard-earned money. 

Where does all the money 
go? If you ask local resident 
Kuldip Boparai, who has 
created a petition to fight 
the initiative, the popula- 
tion is increasing and more 
people are paying taxes, 
while the government is 
looking for even more ways 
to take from its people 

“We are sending letters to 
Queen’s Park and all the 
area MPPs, Mayor and 
Councils,” said Harbans 
Singh, who is partnered 
with Boparai to help draw 
awareness to the petition. 

“Recently, the Federal 
government gave billions of 
dollars to the Ontario gov- 
ernment for the upgrading 


of the transportation infra- 
structure,” Boparai added. 

“Why are Brampton MPs 
not asking the Ontario gov- 
ernment to help with the 
widening of both Highway 
410 and 427? Why are the 
residents of Ontario still 
paying on top of their al- 
ready high taxes for the 
widening of the highway?” 

“We are strongly opposing 
the planned toll on High- 
ways 427 and 410 and we 
are not willing to let it go 
easily,” said Singh. “Once 
the government imple- 
ments this toll, there is no 
telling what else could be 
tolled. Hospital emergency 
Services? Will people who 
can afford tolls get better 
services than ones will who 
cannot?” 


Weare not in a position to 
use the heavily-tolled High- 
way 407, even though the 
highway goes through 
Brampton. 

If it was more affordable 
to residents in the GTA, 
traffic could easily be low- 
ered on our highways and 
streets. 

When this new toll takes 
effect, we will not be in a po- 
sition to use the extra lane 
the government has made 
to alleviate the traffic con- 
gestion, which brings us 
back to the traffic position 
we are in today. 


Surjit Singh Flora is a 
Brampton resident and 
columnist. 
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Groundbreaking post-secondary partnership takes root in Brampton 


by Alex Gregory 


A historic partnership be- 
tween two postsecondary 
institutions took shape in 
Brampton last week, as the 
official site for Ryerson Uni- 
versitys new Brampton 
campus was Officially an- 
nounced. 

Set to open in fall 2022, 
the campus will be a joint 
collaboration between Ryer- 
son and Sheridan College to 
deliver science and _ busi- 
ness-based programs to the 
local area, and wil be build 
adjacent to Brampton’s 
downtown GO station. 

The announcement was 
made by Advanced Educa- 
tion Minister Mitzie Hunter 
Thursday morning in front 
of a packed crowd. 

“(This project) is about re- 
thinking the way we teach 

eople, and the way we 

uild a workforce,” said 
Hunter, noting that the new 


campus will create up to 
2,000 undergrad spaces, 
and will be supported with a 
$90 million investment 
from the province. 

Brampton-Springdale 
MPP Harinder Malhi her- 
alded the expansion, noting 
that the new campus will 
bring a lot to students who 
normally travel outside the 
city for classes. “It’s an in- 
vestment that acknowledges 
the importance of Bramp- 
ton ... and our willingness to 
succeed,” she said. 

The new campus will have 
a primary focus on science, 
technology, engineering, 
arts and math (STEAM) 
programs, along with a 
planned partnership with 
the National Centre for Cy- 
bersecurity, and a joint-use 
innovation centre. 

The space surrounding ex- 
isting parking garage on 


Nelson Square, located ad- 
jacent to Brampton City 
Hall, was decided as the 
final site for the campus. 

Brampton Mayor Linda 
Jeffrey spoke of her efforts 
to bring a post-secondary 
campus to Brampton since 
taking office in 2015, and 
said that the project was a 
key priority for the city, not- 
ing that a panel comprised 
of business leaders and 
community groups brought 
recommendations forward 
for the right type of educa- 
tion provider. 

“Our panel spent a lot of 
time looking for the right 
partner, and boy, did they 
deliver,” said Jeffrey, noting 
that there was an urgency to 
the project and that the city 
needed to “get in the game” 
with a strategic post-sec- 
ondary partner. 

The City previously in- 


vested $150 million last 
September for the site, and 
will act as a key lynchpin for 
the area’s Innovation Corri- 
dor. 

Ryerson President Mo- 
hamed Lachemi said that 
the move represents the 
campus first expansion out- 
side of Toronto. 

He said he is excited to see 
what the future holds for 
both post-secondary 
providers, noting that the 
area is “young, diverse and 
talented”. 

“We're taking a step to- 
gether because there’s a 
need to succeed,” he said. 

“The people who call 
Brampton home will find a 
place to live and work.” 

No firm dates have been 
for groundbreaking or con- 
struction timelines. 


ARY. ACCESS. | 


Bolton fire station loses contractor as 
town exercises contractual obligations 


by Curtis Underwood 


The Town of Caledon is- 
sued an announcement on 
Monday addressing the fu- 
ture of the new Bolton Fire 
station and updating the 
public on its current status. 

The Town confirmed that 
it had exercised its contrac- 
tual right to secure the 
project site in order to en- 
sure the project moves for- 
ward. 

Finance and infrastruc- 
ture general manager 
Fuwing Wong confirmed 
the proceedings in a state- 
ment. 

"Despite the Town’s ef- 
forts to work with the con- 
tractor responsible for the 


construction, certain con- 
tractual obligations have 
not been fulfilled and 
therefore the contractor 
has been found in default 
of its agreement," he said. 

Wong explained that it is 
the Town's responsibility 
to monitor ongoing proj- 
ects in order to ensure their 
completion in a timely and 
fiscally responsible man- 
ner. 

The Town has retained 
further security to ensure 
no damage or loss on the 
site, and will be working 
closely with the contrac- 
tor's bonding company in 
order to complete key proj- 


ect milestones on the 
Bolton Fire Station project. 
Fire Chief Darryl Bailey 
commented on the matter, 
saying “the new (station) 
continues to be a priority 
for the Town in providing 
fire protec- 
tion services 
to our resi- 
dents, both in 
Bolton and 
throughout 
Caledon.” 
The current 
Bolton Fire 
Station, lo- 
cated at 28 
Ann Street in 
Bolton, will 


remain open as safety re- 
mains a top priority for the 
Town. 

For more updates regard- 
ing the Bolton Fire Station, 
residents are asked to visit 
www.caledon.ca/302. 


MiWay announces new Derry 
Express route 


New Express Routes are 
coming to Derry Road as 
another link in a chain of 
recent service improve- 
ments across Missis- 
sauga. 

The new route was an- 
nounced on Apr. 30 and 
wll compliment the exist- 
ing Route 42 - Derry line, 
running between Mead- 
owvale Town Centre and 
Westwood Square Mon- 
day to Friday during 
morning and afternoon 
rush hours. 

These improvements 
are accompanied by fur- 
ther changes to GO Tran- 
sit connections, including 
additional trips and re- 
vised schedules to im- 


prove service on several 
routes, along with tweaks 
to seasonal service on 
Route 66 McLaughlin, 
101/101A Dundas Ex- 
press, 107 Malton Ex- 
press and 110 University 
Express. 

Additional trips have 
been added to improve 
connections on the 1 
Dundas, 13 Glen Erin and 
26 Burnamthorpe lines. 

The 19 Hurontario and 
64 Meadowvale GO lines 
will have expanded GO 
Bus connections as well. 

For a complete list of 
service changes and more 
information on MiWay's 
Five Service Plan, visit 
www.miway.ca/miway5. 


Is this Province ready for a change, because its starts June 7 


Ie 


ONTARIOPC what we need? 


PC’s rolling out 


policies, is it 


More promises, 
will it help 
them? 


I 
ONTARIO 


ONTARIO 


NDP! 


Are the NDP 
in line for a 


default opposition? 
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Who's paying their fair share for public facilities? 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


On Apr. 19, Brampton 
and Greater Toronto Area 
leaders celebrated the 
major announcement 
about a major University 
infrastructure project. 

The Honorable Mitzie 
Hunter, Minister of Ad- 
vanced Education and 
Skills Development, along 
with Harinder Malhi, MPP 
Brampton-Springdale and 
Minister of the Status of 
Women, announced the es- 
tablishment of a new Ryer- 
son University campus, 
with Sheridan College as an 
academic partner, in down- 
town Brampton. 

“We have built a strong 
partnership with Ryerson 
and Sheridan,” said Paul 
Aldunate, project manager 
of the university initiative 
for the City of Brampton. 

“We are eager to move 
forward together on this ex- 
citing project that will brin; 
significant economic and 
cultural benefits to Bramp- 
ton and its residents. This 
project will develop the 
skilled workforce of tomor- 


row right here in down- 
town Brampton.” 

The campus is slated to 
open for classes in the fall 
of 2022. The new campus 
will be built adjacent to the 
downtown GO Station. 

A few months into the 
provincial election, the City 
and province delivered a 
big lollipop to the citizens 
of Brampton in the form of 
a University to be built in 
our city. 

At the risk of sounding 
cynical, I can’t help but sus- 
pect this little bit of theatre 
is meant to divert the atten- 
tion of Bramptonians away 
from the poor economic 
performance of our city, as 
well as council members 
voting to increase their own 
salaries because they want 
to match Mississauga City 
Council. 

Bramptonians are raising 
questions. If they want to 
match the salary, then let’s 
match the property tax and 
auto insurance as will. 

Now, don’t get me wrong, 
Like many, I believe a uni- 


versity campus is some- 
thing Brampton needs, and 
needs badly. 

In fact, I know many par- 
ents are excited at the 
thought of their children 
obtaining a quality post- 
secondary education in 
their own city. 

What we do know is that 
there is a $90 million 
provincial-approved fund- 
ing allotment.In Sept. 
2017, Brampton City Coun- 
cil commitment of up to 
$150 million for a new uni- 
versity and centre for inno- 
vation. 

However, let’s see how 
much other cities paid to 
get similar types of facili- 
ties. 

What did Mississauga 
property tax pay for Credit 
Valley Hospital? None! 

Trillium Hospital? None! 

Brampton paid 60 million 
for Peel Memorial Hospital, 
which had zero beds! 

What did Mississauga 
pay for University of 
Toronto? Nothing. 

What did Mississauga 


pay for Sheridan’s City 
Centre campus? Nothing. 

What did former Mayor 
Fennell commit to Sheri- 
dan to add and expand in 
Brampton? Only $2.5 mil- 
lion over five years... 

What has Mayor Jeffrey 
paid of your money for 
what every other commu- 
nity gets free as part of the 
Provincial responsibility? 
$150 million in property 
tax dollars? 

If Brampton citizens had 
a voice, they would vote NO 
to spending $150 million 
when other communities 
get their universities / facil- 
ities free. 

I think we can all look for- 
ward to a future that will 
see more tax levies for 
health care, our university, 
and whatever other lollipop 
the city or province thinks 
to throw at Brampton in an 
attempt to win our votes 
with our own money. 

That makes us all a bunch 
of suckers. 


Caledon Invites Businesses to Help 
Inform and Shape the Future 


In partnership with 
the Region of Peel, The 
Town of Caledon has 
issued a statement re- 
garding the continua- 
tion of a door-to-door 
survey initiative de- 
signed to help inform 
and shape the future of 
Caledon. 

The Town will be 
conducting the Busi- 
ness Employment Sur- 
vey updating vital 
information for 2018, 
and will run from May 
to August. 

Businesses are en- 
couraged to participate 
as the survey intends to 
gather key business 
and employment infor- 
mation used to better 
inform Regional and 
municipal policy direc- 
tions and future initia- 
tives. 

The Town intends to 
use the data for a vari- 
ety of purposes, includ- 
ing Monitoring local 


economic trends, Fore- 
casting infrastructure 
and hard service re- 
quirements, Shaping 
the formulation of new 
policy by government, 
Analyzing and market- 
ing local business sec- 
tors and_ creating 
business attraction and 
retention strategies. 

This announcement 
comes as a reminder 
for businesses that a 
Region of Peel em- 
ployee will be visiting 
between May and Au- 
gust to conduct this 
survey. 

For more information 
regarding the initia- 
tive, business owners 
are asked to contact the 
Town of Caledon Eco- 


nomic Development 
Office at 905.584.2272 
or email 


business @caledon.ca. 


Food banks set to support communities “after the bell” 


by Alex Gregory 


More than 200 volun- 
teers and employees from- 
Food Bank Canada will pack 
the International Centre 
next month to support com- 
munities in need during the 
“After the Bell” packing day 
initiative. 

More than 307,000 chil- 
dren in Canada rely on food 
banks each month for help. 

The third annual After 
the Bell event will see more 
than 20,000 specially-pre- 
pared food kits being 
packed and shipped off to 
needy children ifonehout 
the country, as part of a 
larger campaign that has 
seen over 69,000 food 
packs distributed in 2018 
alone. 

Food Banks CEO Chris 
Hatch, formerly of the Mis- 
sissauga Food Bank, said in 
a statement late Tuesday 
that meeting the needs of 
hungry and less-fortunate 
people continues to be a 


pressing goal, especially 
with summer around the 
corner. 

"Most children look for- 
ward to summer vacation as 
a time for fun and rest, but 
for those living with food in- 
security, it can be a time of 


worry,” said Hatch. “After 
the Bell helps fill the gap 
during the summer months 
with nutritious food packs 
for hungry kids." 

Each child who receives 
a pack will also receive a 
voucher for fresh food, to 


— 


empower them to make 
healthy choices and to add 
even more nutritional value 
to their pack. This year's 
packs contain organic milk, 
shelf-stable hummus and 
crackers, cereal bars and ce- 
real, applesauce and oat- 


— 


meal. 

Local organizations and 
corporations can also help 
give back by engaging their 
employees and_ helping 
them learn about food inse- 
curity and child hunger in 
the country, said Cheryl 


Radisa, McCormick 
Canada’s vice-president of 
marketing. 

“No child should ever go 
hungry,” said Radisa, not- 
ing that the event is an op- 
portunity for employees to 
help assemble items which a 
critical part of Food Bank 
Canada’s efforts. 

“No child should ever go 
hungry, and it has given us 
immense pleasure to con- 
tribute to a program that 
gets food to children in need 
this summer," she said. 

The event will also in- 
clude team packing demon- 
strations. 

Food Banks Canada , 
whose head office is located 
on Orbitor Drive in Missis- 
sauga, currently supports 10 
food bank provincial associ- 
ations and more than 500 
food banks, sharing food 
and funds and delivering 
programs and services. 


A big thank you to all of our fans for a great 


2017 / 2018 season, see you all next year. 


For Season Tickets go to: 
www.mississaugasteelheads.com 
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Peel volunteers honored during red-carpet awards ceremony 


by Alex Gregory 


The region’s most committed 
volunteers were honored for 
their service Thursday night 
during a glitzy ceremony held 
by a local volunteer organiza- 
tion. 

Morethan 300 guests packed 
into the Sagan Convention 
Centre at the nexus of Bramp- 
ton and Mississauga for the “V- 
Oscars”, organized = by 
Volunteer MBC (Mississauga, 
Brampton, Caledon). 

Community service organiza- 
tion members, supporters and 
friends were on-hand to cheer 
on their friends and colleagues 
who received medals for their 
work, as part of the eighth an- 
nual event. 

15 recipients, including mem- 
bers of Caledon Meals on 
Wheels, Credit Valley Conser- 
vation, Bethell Hospice and 
other community organiza- 
tions, were recognized for their 
community, along with over 40 
residents who were given spe- 
cial recognition certificates. 

Volunteering creates social 
and economic value, MBC di- 
rector Carine Strong said dur- 
ing the event, and it is 
important to celebrates the giv- 


ing nature of volunteers every 
yer. 

“We want to make sure we 
celebrate the people that mat- 
ter,” Strong said. “(They are) 
those that give without expect- 
ing anything in return.” 

Volunteer MBC turned ten 
years old this year, and Strong 
said that the organization’s 
mandate is stronger than ever - 
connect thousands of volun- 
teers with organizations that 
need the help, as well as create 
youth ambassadors who exem- 
plify the spirit of volunteerism. 

“We want to be a centre that 
united the residents of Peel,” 
she said. 

Her thoughts were echoed by 
Caledon Mayor Allan Thomp- 
son, who said that it’s very easy 
to overlook the personal and 
professional impact volunteers 
have on businesses and organ- 
izations throughout the region, 
and how it’s important to ac- 
knowledge their work every 
day. 

“It’s community services. It’s 
(Caledon) Meals on Wheels. It’s 
what you do for your own com- 
munity ... doing what you do is 
what makes the community 


special.” 
The full list of winners in- 
cluded: 


¢ Bonnie Ledson (Hazel Mc- 
Callion Power of Giving Award) 

e Norman Bindon (John 
Huether Award for Volunteer- 
ing Excellence) 

e John Sanderson (Bonnie 
Yagar Award for Community 
Engagement Leadership) 

¢ Lyla Durette (Lifetime Vol- 
unteer Achievement Award) 

¢ Juliana Boateng (New- 
comer Gem Volunteer Award) 

e Aalia Khan (Leader of To- 
morrow Award) 

¢ Claudine Thinghuus (Help- 
ing Hands Award — Missis- 
sauga) 

¢ Harvey Webster (Helping 
Hands Award — Brampton) 

¢ Madeleine Norrie (Helping 
Hands Award — Caledon) 

¢ Ebony Wright Leader in 
Volunteer Engagement Award) 

¢ Mars Canada (Corporate 
Volunteer Engagement Award 
— Caledon) 

¢ Newell Brands (Corporate 
Volunteer Engagement Award 
— Brampton) 

¢ Cummins Eastern Canada 


(Corporate Volunteer Engage- 
ment Award — Mississauga) 


¢ Rise Above Adversity 


(Youth LEaD By Example 
Award) 
e David and Susan Aiken 


(Family VolunTree Award) 


Caledon East resident Madeleine Norrie hypes up the crowd at the Volunteer MBC V-Oscars as MC 
Jake Dheer looks on. The sold-out event, held on Apr. 19, acknowledged notable volunteers 
throughout Mississauga, Brampton and Caledon. (Photo by Curtis Underwood) 


arts gala 


by Curtis Underwood 

The Mississauga Arts 
Council has announced the 
finalists for the 2018 
MARTY Awards, which will 
honor notable performers 
and homegrown talent in 
the city next month. 

63 emerging and estab- 
lished artists have been 
picked for the annual 
awards ceremony, including 
country artist Alessia Cohle, 
the Canadian Arabic Or- 
chestra, former Poet Laure- 
ate Wali Shah and 
numerous musical groups 
and creative performers. 

In addition, three spe- 
cial awards will be pre- 
sented. 

Hazel McCallion will 
present the Volunteer of the 
Year Award to Rita Fergu- 
son, President of Clarkson 
Music Theatre. MAC found- 


Get your Peel Weekly News 


ing director Laurie Pallett 
will present the Arts Patron 
of the Year Award to Pratt & 
Whitney Canada, _ while 
Mayor Bonnie Crombie will 
present a Lifetime Achieve- 
ment Award JUSTUS vocal 
group founder Gary Clip- 
perton 

Arts in Mississauga are 
fueled by the passionate en- 
ergy and active belief of 
great volunteers,” said MAC 
executive director Mike 
Douglas. “Residents from 
every corner of the city do- 
nate their time and energy 
to making creative events 
into unforgettable experi- 
ences,” he said. 

This year's performance 
lineup includes Chuck Jack- 
son and the All Stars, Keys 
to Belfast, Gabriela 
Rodgers, ViVa Trio, Naoko 


Sakata and the Sri Lankan 
Dance Team. 

The 24th annual gala 
takes place on May 10 at the 
Mississauga Convention 
Centre, and tickets are $75 


each. 

To learn more about the 
MARTYs or to purchase 
tickets, visit www.missis- 
saugaartscouncil.com/the- 
martys/tickets/. 


THE 24TH ANNUAL 
MISSISSAUGA ARTS AWARDS 
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National Youth Week 


Each year, National 
Youth Week runs May 1-7 in 
communities across Canada. 

The week puts a spotlight 
on recreation, drama, sport, 
dance, civic engagement, art, 
volunteerism and leadership. 

Mississauga hosted more 
than 300 free events last 
year that engaged over 8,000 
people across the city, and 
this year proves to be even 
bigger with events scheduled 
for public libraries, commu- 
nity centres and also in pub- 
lic schools. 

A highlight event will 
take place on Saturday, May 
p at Mississauga Central Li- 

rarys Noel Ryan Audito- 
rium, from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.. 

There will be perform- 
ances by local bands, presen- 
tation of youth awards, and a 
music studio workshop from 
industry producers. 

The City suggests three 
ways to get involved - as a 
NYW Event Organizer, as a 


volunteer or by attending 
events. 

Secondary Students can 
also get important volunteer 
community hours towards 
their graduation diploma. 

Last year, 235 youth pie 
vided Gee hours of volun- 
teering during National 
Youth Week, which included 
event organizers. Email 
orville.edwards@missis- 
sauga.ca to suggest or dis- 
cover how else you can get 
involved during the week. 

National Youth Week of- 
fers time and activities for a 
brief spotlight and recogni- 
tion. 

For more details on Mis- 
sissauga's events, go to 
www. mississauga.ca/por- 
tal/discover/nyw905, or fol- 
low @SaugaYouth using the 
hashtages #NYW905 and 
#YouthWeekCanada. 
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New Sawitri play delves into “Sins of 
the Father” 


by Kyle Climans 

The Mississauga-based 
Sawitri Theatre Company’s 
revival of Mahesh Dattani’s 
award-winning play Where 
There’s a Will is a great op- 
portunity for those people 
who did not get to see it the 
first time around. 

The play is set entirely in- 
side the house of the Mehta 
family. The design by 
Joseph Pagnan and Abigail 
Palmer is perfectly in keep- 
ing with the play’s nature, as 
the house gives an almost 
claustrophobic feel, trap- 
ping these people within a 
small space so that they 
cannot long escape each 
other’s wrath. 

Yet as people try to es- 
cape; they retreat to individ- 
ual rooms, disappear 
behind the curtains into the 
kitchen, or else they flee off- 
stage to drive away (with the 
sound of car tires squealing 
added for the extra effect). 

The play mostly follows a 
dysfunctional family com- 
prised of the patriarch, Has- 
mukh Mehta, his wife, Sonal 
Shah, the adult son, Ajit, 
and his pregnant wife, 


Preeti. 

There is a lot of anger and 
resentment after decades of 
living together, and even the 
daughter-in-law has devel- 
oped enough feuds of her 
own with the various family 
members. 

Ajit and Hasmukh bicker 
ceaselessly, as Hasmukh 
considers Ajit an inept son 
who is spoiled by all the re- 
wards that his father has 
reaped. Hasmukh also has a 
strained relationship with 
his wife, Sonal, who has no 
idea that Hasmukh is hav- 
ing an affair. 

Preeti, meanwhile, flits 
about under  everyone’s 
noses and aims to be a good 
daughter-in-law, though 
Hasmukh is convinced that 
she is far cleverer than she 
lets on. 

I assure you that you will 
not be prepared for the 
rollercoaster of emotions 
that this play delivers. The 
tone evolves from the 
comedic, to the dramatic, 
resting in the realm of the 
dark comedy as revelations 
are made amid the various 


twists and turns in the story. 

Themes of parenthood, 
legacy, and clashing genera- 
tions fuel the anger and sad- 
ness brought up in the play, 
with an absurdist twist on 
the usual story that, at 
times, is almost Shake- 
spearean in its wickedly 
comedic tone to offset the 
darkness that is revealed. 

Under the skillful direc- 
tion by Christina Collins, 
the actors all deliver com- 
pelling performances. 

Siddhant Sawant is 
earnest in his role as the 
put-upon son who is not 
without his own flaws. Car- 
lotta Massoletti expertly 
provides the range of acting 
necessary to bring Preeti to 
life. 

Jasmine Sawant as Sonal 
shines as a woman who has 
spent decades being mar- 
ried to a man who belittles 
and deceives her. 

David Huband’s perform- 
ance shocks and amuses 
with equal force, whether he 
is delivering asides to the 
audience or interacting with 
the other characters. Fi- 


nally, 

Maria Syrgiannis makes a 
later appearance as Kiran 
Jhaveri, a mysterious pres- 
ence who, like the rest of the 
story, is not at all what is 
first assumed. 

The costumes by Shruti 
Shah and Raina Desai re- 
flect the conflicts of the play 


wonderfully, _ particularly 
that conflict between Ajit 
and Hasmukh. 


As the play progresses, 
their costume worn by Ajit 
will remind you of a similar 
costume worn by Hasmukh 
at an earlier point in the 
play, confirming the univer- 
sal truth that children’s fu- 
tures are inevitably tied in 
with the pasts of their par- 
ents, unless something is 
done about it. 

I wholeheartedly recom- 
mend this play if you have 
the chance to see it. Old and 
new cast members alike 
bring Where There’s a Will 
back to life in this revival, 
promising a compelling 
story told by experienced 
talents on and offstage. 


New suite of seniors’ 
programs revealed in Brampton 


Three community cen- 
tres in Brampton will be 
the future sites of new ac- 
tive living centres, it was 
announced last week. 

Dipika Damerla, Minis- 
ter of Seniors’ Affairs, was 
on-hand last week at Villa 
Polonia in Brampton to 
announce the new project. 

Several sites in the city, 
including the Chris Gib- 
son Recreation Centre, 
South Fletcher Sportsplex 
and CANES Community 
Centre, will be the benefi- 
ciaries of funding, part of 
a larger goal to build a 


total of 40 new seniors’ 


centres across the 
province. 
The new sites will offer a 


range of activities tailored 
to seniors, including exer- 
cise classes, video editing 
workshops, the use of 
community kitchens and 
social outings. 

“We are expanding the 
number of places where 
seniors can come together 
to make friends, learn 
new things, and feel a part 
of their community,” said 
Damerla. 
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fly @PazanGallery 


CAIN Oe? 


PAZAN 
GALLERY.COM 


6A Brant Avenue 


Hurontario & Lakeshore Road East, Port Credit 


905-278-1374 


ea 


Are you looking to 
restore your old photos? 


Original 


KOT NCD MEI MEDI JRI™. 


Restarted 


— 


We restore and print onto archival quality photo paper. 
Call or email us at info@PazanGallery.com to book your appointment 
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Sikh Heritage Month concludes with city hall celebration 


by Curtis Underwood 


To conclude Sikh Her- 
itage Month, the City of 
Brampton is hosting a pub- 
lic evening of networking, 
presentations and live en- 
tertainment this Thursday 
(Apr. 26), from 6 to 8 p.m. 
in City Hall's Atrium and 
Conservatory. 

The City has Sikh Her- 
itage Month with a month- 
long series of events that 
address the important con- 
tributions that Sikh Cana- 
dians have made to 
Brampton's social, eco- 
nomic, political and cul- 
tural landscape, including 
artist talks at Peel Art 
Gallery, Museum and 
Archives and celebrations 
through local community 
groups. 

The city has invited 
everyone to celebrate these 
contributions and has used 
the month as an opportu- 
nity to remind, celebrate 
and educate youth about 
Sikh Canadians and their 
important role in the com- 
munity and across the 
country. 

April has been chosen as 
it is a significant month 
within the Sikh community, 


via the creation of the 
Khalsa and the Sikh articles 
of faith. 

Earlier this month, 
Mayor Linda Jeffrey spoke 
briefly on the importance of 


| 


the proclamation of Sikh 
Heritage Month and ex- 
pressed her gratitude for 
the Sikh community calling 
Sikh Heritage Month "an 
important part of our cul- 


tural fabric". 

To learn more about the 
Sikh Heritage Month cele- 
bration, visit www.bramp- 
ton.ca/events. 


Volunteer group hosts 
Caledon golf tournament 


Volunteer MBC (Missis- 
sauga, Brampton, Caledon) 
will be hosting an inaugural 
golf tournament to help sup- 
port education efforts for 
youths in Peel. 

The organization will host 
the tournament on Thursday, 
June 14 at the Caledon 
Woods Golf Club (15608 
Highway 50), and wil feature 
a themed “relish” course in a 
picturesque setting. 

The event will also in- 
clude a full buffet dinner, 
prizes, silent auction and 


more. 
Funds from the tourna- 


ment will help support Volun- 
teer MBC’s annual youth pro- 
grams, which include the 
development of youth leaders 
and strategic connections be- 
tween young volunteers and 
local organizations in the re- 
gion. 

Tickets are $135 per 
golfer, or $500 per foursome. 
Sponsorship opportunities 
are also available. 

For more information or 
to purchase tickets, visit 
www.volunteermbc.org/wp- 
event/golf or call (905) 238- 
2622. 


Health and Wellness - Being Observant 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


When you wake up in the 
morning, what do you do? 

Jump out of bed or hit the 
snooze button? Do you 
check your cell? Do you 
slowly extricate yourself 
from your warm bed? Do 
you stretch and enjoy the 
fact that another day has 
begun? Do you hear the 
birds singing their songs 
outside? Do you see the sun- 
light coming through the 
window? What do you ob- 
serve? 

To observe means to see, 
watch, perceive, or notice. 
It also means to regard with 
attention, especially to see 
or learn something. 

How often do we observe? 
Do we start our morning 
seeing only what we want to 
see and nothing more? Do 
we end our day the same 
way? 

Do we see _ nature’s 
panoramic view spread out 
before us? The trees, birds, 
squirrels, and snow are all 
there waiting to be seen - 
but do we see it? 

The sun rises and sets 
each day heralding the day 
for us but do we observe it? 


The night is full of stars ona 


clear night and a moon in all 
its cycles but do we even no- 
tice? 

Remember as children, 
our biggest happiness came 
when we could just run 
across the grass and look up 
and observe the clouds. 

Where did the child go? 


Now we are focused on 
computer and cell phone 
screens. 

Even in traffic, we walk 
looking down as opposed to 
how we were taught - “Stop, 
look and listen.” 

So, are we better? If we 
are, then why do we have so 
much stress? We have nar- 


rowed our sight. We see less 
and what we do see we dis- 
count or not see at all. 

My young grandson and I 
were walking towards the 
mall, specifically McDon- 
ald's because he wanted his 


favourite food. 
It was fall and so many 
squirrels were running 


around and up and down 
the trees. He was several 
feet in front of me, although 
it was my money he was 
going to use. 

I finally looked at his back 
and asked him if he could 
count all the squirrels. He 
looked at me like I was from 
another planet and I 


showed him the squirrels 
running around. 

Now we had a game. He 
counted his and I counted 
mine, although he made me 
know when I made a mis- 
take and counted his. He 
stopped and saw the squir- 
rels that were already there. 

It took a lot longer to get 
to McDonald’s that day, and 
all along the way, he kept 
looking for squirrels. He 
saw them. 

What are you missing? 
Raise your chin and look. A 
screen of any kind isn’t all 
there is. 

Look at all the other peo- 
ple who are exactly like you. 
Is that what you want? 

Every day, we are pre- 
sented with so many beauti- 
ful and not so nice things, 
but if you don’t see them, 
how do you live? 

Life is passing us by and 
we can’t see it. We are sur- 
viving without living. 

Take the time to see and 
count the squirrels. Enjoy 
them and your life. 
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Brampton hosts historic music 
showcase at Toronto festival 


Local artists in Bramp- 
ton are invited to submit 
their work for a chance to 
win access to one of the 
biggest events of the year. 

The City announced last 
week that it will be 
launching a partnership 
with the North by North- 
east (NXNE) Festival, ti- 
tled “This is Brampton”, 
in order to spotlight local 


artists, following on from 
award wins by hometown 
singers Alessia Cara and 
Jessie Reyez. 

The local showcase will 
take place on Friday, June 
15 at the Rivoli Bar (334 
Queen St. W.) in down- 
town Toronto as part of 
the festival, and _ is 
planned to include per- 
formances by a variety of 


@ NXNEA 


Volunteers Honore 


homegrown talent, in tan- 
dem with efforts to pro- 
mote artists in Brampton 
via the Arts Walk of Fame 
and artist spotlights. 

Artists and bands can 
submit an application to 
the City’s Culture Division 
(culture@brampton.ca) 
before tomorrow (Apr. 27) 
at 4 p.m. for a chance to 
take part in this ground- 
breaking showcase. 

The event is intended to 
help local performers gain 
valuable exposure that 
can help catapult their 
music careers to the next 
level, and join in a cele- 
bration of hometown 
pride in a unique venue. 

The Brampton showcase 
is part of NXNE’s 
Tastemaker Series, which 
will be geared towards in- 
dustry associations, 
record labels and music 
professionals. 

For more information 
about the showcase or to 
apply, visit www.bramp- 
ton.ca/NXNE or email 
culture@brampton.ca. 
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Caledon hosts Recognition Night honouring 
Outstanding Citizens 


The Town of Caledon 
hosted its annual Commu- 
nity Recognition Night 
amidst National Volunteer 
Week last Monday, hand- 
ing out 42 honors to out- 
standing citizens in the 
community. 

The event recognized ex- 
emplary local members 
with a series of awards in- 
tending to highlight resi- 
dents’ impact towards the 
development and advance- 
ment of the community. 

The awards spanned two 
broad categories, recogniz- 
ing individuals with Volun- 
teer Service Awards and 
Citizen Achievement 


Awards for their exemplary 
service to the community 
and for their achievements 
on Provincial, National, 
and International levels. 

In addition to the two 
awards categories, a single 
recipient was awarded the 
special Community Cham- 
pion Award, the night's 
highest honor. 

Chosen from among all 
the nominees by the Selec- 
tion Committee, this year's 
Community Service Cham- 
pion Award went to Noreen 
Bridgen. 

A Caledon resident for 
over 35 years, Noreen is a 
long-time volunteer with 


Bethell Hospice, where she 
supports clients and family 
members through some of 
the most trying times of 
their lives. 

Caledon Mayor Allan 
Thompson attended the 
ceremony and extended his 
gratitude to Caledon volun- 
teers. 

"From volunteers to ath- 
letes to artists and beyond 
they in their own ways help 
build and enrich our com- 
munity," he said. 

For more information on 
Community Recognition 
Night, visit 
www.caledon.ca/crn. 


d For Community Servi 


ce at V-Oscars 


Local community advocates and dedicated volunteers were honored during the V-Oscars last week. The annual award ceremony, organized by Volunteer MBC, brought more than 300 guests to the 
Sagan Convention Centre at the south end of Brampton. Among the recipients were Caledon Meals on Wheels volunteer Madeleine Norrie (left, holding award) and Leader of Tomorrow award winner 
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Aalia Khan (center-right). (Photos by Curtis Underwood) 


: VEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 


PDN April 25_Layout 1 2018-04-29 8:48 PM Page 15 


Peel school board set to examine technology's 
impact at Psychology Conference 


In the run-up to Children's 
Mental Health Week, Peel Dis- 
trict School Board will host its 
30th annual Psychology Confer- 
ence, “Rewired: Understanding 
the Impact of Technology on our 
Students”, featuring keynote 
speaker Dr. Larry D. Rosen. 

Over 1000 educators, com- 
munity-based health, and men- 
tal health professionals and 
parents are set to gather at the 
conference on Tuesday,May 1 at 
the Living Arts Centre in Missis- 
sauga. 

The conference will include 
keynote speeches from field ex- 
perts, who will discuss signifi- 
cant and impactful topics with 
the educational community. 

This year's conference is set 
to delve into how the youthful 
brain operates, what happens 
when it's introduced to technol- 
ogy, and which behavioral 
strategies are effective in en- 
hancing attention, cognition, 
and relationships. 


"Technology has changed 
the way today's youth engage, 
think and learn,” said confer- 
ence chair Alessandra 
Capodilupo. “Dr. Rosen will 
help us understand what to ex- 
pect from these tech-driven chil- 
dren concerning — school, 


homework and even socializa- 
tion." 
The conference, featuring 


guest speaker Dr. Rosen, a Pro- 
fessor Emeritus and former 
chair of the psychology depart- 
ment at California State Univer- 
sity will be hosted by the Peel 
Board's Psychology Department 
and will run from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

For more information, visit 
www.peelschools.org/staff/con- 
ferences. 
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PAMA Appoints New Curator 


Peel Art Gallery, Mu- 
seum and Archives 
(PAMA) has a new curator 
on deck. 

Darrin Martens has 
been appointed as the facil- 
ity’s Senior Curator of Art, 
according to a release dis- 
tributed last week. 

Martens, who currently 
serves as the Senior Cura- 
tor at the Senior Curator at 
the Audain Art Museum in 
British Columbia, will 
begin his role at PAMA on 
June 18. 

The site’s manager, 
Marty Brant, lauded 
Martens’ previous work 
and his decision to join 
PAMA. 


“With his deep commit- 
ment to authenticity and 
his perpetual curiosity, 
Darrin’s contributions to 
our community and to 
PAMA will be inspiring,” 
Brant said. “His passion 
lies in exploring Canadian 
art history and in particu- 
lar Indigenous arts and 
those within other under- 
represented communities.” 

Martens has curated 
more than 50 exhibitions, 
including major retrospec- 
tives on the work of many 
highly respected Canadian 
artists, including Beau 
Dick, Takao Tanabe, Gor- 
don Smith, and Norman 
Tail. 
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He has also contributed 
articles to more than 30 
contemporary art publica- 
tions. 

Martens previously 
served as an instructor for 
courses on critical curator- 
ship and cultural institu- 
tional management at the 
University of Victoria. 

“IT look forward to 
working with the dedicated 
team of professionals at 
PAMA,” said Martens. “I 
am energized by the oppor- 
tunity to lead a vibrant, di- 
verse and inclusive visual 
art curatorial program that 
looks critically at our his- 
tory and issues that matter 
to us all.” 


PEEL 

ART GALLERY 
MUSEUM + 
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Food bank gala set to spark 
change in the community 


Seva Food Bank will 
host its annual fundrais- 
ing gala, Seva Spark, this 
May to help support the 
development of a new 
teaching kitchen at its 
Malton branch. 

This year’s gala, hosted 
at the Embassy Grand 
Convention Center, will 
feature a keynote presen- 
tation by Chef Joshna 
Maharaj, who works as 
the executive chef at the 
Gladstone Hotel in 
Toronto and_ teaches 


“food activism” via the re- 
vitalization of local food 
programs. 

The gala will also in- 
clude live entertainment, 
along with recognition of 
notable volunteers and 
contributors who have 
supported the food bank 
over the past year. 

Fundraising from the 
Soe will help support ef- 

orts to complete a com- 
munity teaching kitchen 
at the Malton location. 
The new kitchen will help 


if’ 
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teach clients vital basic 
cooking skills, serve warm 
meals and engage with 
community organiza- 
tions. 

The gala runs from 6:30 
- 12 p.m. at the Embassy 
Grand, located at 8800 
The Gore Road. 

Tickets are $150 each or 
$1,400 for a table of 10. 

For more information, 
ticket purchases or to 
sponsor the event, email 
gala@sevafoodbank.com. 
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MSO invites audiences to share “One 
Thousand and One Nights” at new concert 


Mississauga Symphony 
Orchestra will host an 
evening of spellbinding 
symphonic suites inspired 
by the tales of One Thou- 
sand and One Nights and 
Radtz & Mahulena during 
the Symphonic Fairy Tales 
concert this Friday. 

Symphonic Fairy Tales 
will feature MSO Concert- 
master Corey Gemmell as 
violin soloist. 

The show will include a 
performance of Nikolai 
Rimsky -_ Korsakov's 


Scheherazade, a symphonic 
suite inspired by One Thou- 
sand and One Nights (also 
known as The Arabian 
Nights). 

"Scheherazade" refers to 
character 


the main 


Shahrazad, who outwits a 
murderous Sultan by occu- 
pying her lord with fascinat- 
ing tales for one thousand 
and one nights. 

Another featured piece 
during the performance is 
Pohadka (Fairy Tale Suite), 
a concert suite which was- 
composed to Radiz & 
Mahulena, a Czech fairy tale 
written by Julius Zeyer. 

The complete incidental 
music included interludes, 
postludes, choruses, songs, 
and melodramas. Four 
movements chart the des- 
tiny of the two title charac- 
ters. 

Described by Dvorak as 
"music from heaven", this 
symphonic suite is not to be 
missed. 


The MSO will also host 
Last Night of the Proms on 
May 26 in Hammerson 
Hall, beginning at 8 p.m. 

Experience the majesty 
and elegance of a traditional 
“proms” concert, as The 
Band of The Royal Regi- 
ment of Canada joins the 
MSO in a celebration of this 
grand British tradition. 

Special pricing is avail- 
able for seniors and patrons 
under 26. Complimentary 
underground parking is in- 
cluded with every ticket 
purchase. 

Regular ticket prices 
start at $40. Tickets can be 
purchased by calling (905) 
306-6000 or at www.mis- 
sissaugasymphony.ca. 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 


By definition, Zoomers are people over the age of 45 who want to remain socially 
and culturally engaged and active. If this describes you, or if you are a caregiver, 
we invite you to stop by and visit over 40 exhibitors representing a broad 

range of local businesses and non-profit organizations. 


SHERIDAN 
CENTRE 
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Cyclefest takes over Brampton’s recreational trails this May 


Local cyclists will take 
over Bramalea’s recre- 
ational trails next 
month, as Cyclefest re- 
turns for its fourth in- 
stallment on Saturday, 
May 26. 

The annual bike ride, 
which _kickstarts the 
launch of Bike to School 
Week in Peel, was organ- 
ized by Bike Brampton 
and All People’s Church, 
is geared towards engag- 
ing the community in 
conversations about 
health and wellness and 
environmental responsi- 
bility. 

Cyclists have two 
Brampton trails and 
three distances to choose 
from, including Chin- 
guacousy and Don Doon 
Trail. The event is also 
open to those who would 
like to walk, run or 
rollerblade. 

Participants are en- 


couraged to register for 
free online at 
cyclefest.org as a team or 
individual, said Cycle- 
Fest director Finu lype. 

”Any donation will 
support our fundraising 
initiative ‘Global 6K for 
Water’, which will pro- 
vide clean water for a vil- 
lage in Mali, Africa,” 
Type said. 

As a way to engage 
children in healthy and 
active living, free refur- 
bished bicycles will also 
be given to participating 
children on event day 
who previously signed 
up through the website - 
there will be a limited 
quantity available. 

A celebration at the 
end of the ride begins at 
12:00 p.m. at All Peo- 
ple's Church (41 Finch- 
gate Boulevard), and will 
include a barbecue, ice 
cream truck, fire truck, 


children's carnival 
games, raffles, prizes, 
photo booth, music, 
group zumba, a dance 
performance and the 
recognition of commu- 
nity partners and spon- 
sors. 

Dignitaries and public 
officials will also be oh- 
hand at the end of the 
ride to recognize All Peo- 
ple’s Church, which is 
celebrating 50 years 
serving the community. 

The Region of Peel, 
City of Brampton, Bike 
Brampton, World Vi- 
sion, Peel Police and 
many others are all part- 
nering in this commu- 
nity event. 

The event begins at 10 
a.m., and volunteer op- 
portunities are available. 

To register or for more 
information, visit 
www.cyclefest.org. 


More than 125 youth cricket players were honored for their dedication to the sport during a special ceremony in Brampton Monday morning, officiated by Mayor Linda Jeffrey. Representatives from the 
City, Peel District Schoo! Board, Canadian Tire and the Charted Institute of Management Accounts (CIMA) were also on-hand to launch the 2018 CIMA Mayor's School Cricket Tournament. The initiative, 
which was launched in 2014, has resulted in cricket programs being introduced at over 150 schools throughout Peel. 


Students from a number of schools, including Hilldale, David Suzuki Secondary School, Nelson Mandela P.S., Springbrook, Sawmill Valley and more took home recognition scrolls for their participation in 
last year’s tournament. Jeffrey congratulated the winners, saying “it is no surprise that Brampton produces some of the best new and upcoming talent in various sports at all levels within Canada and 
internationally. Our athletes are always making headlines. I’m proud to be here today to give awards to such talented youth that are excelling in cricket and I’m so happy to see so many female cricket 


players.” (Submitted Photos) 
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Mississauga runner Holwell completes 28th Boston Marathon 


by David Robinson 


The grand daddy of dis- 
tance running events is the 
Boston Marathon. 

For 122 years, it has been 
the class of the field when it 
comes to marathon events. 
Runners dream of complet- 
ing it, and for a talented few 
they have even won it. 

This year’s event was won 
by Yuki Kawauchi of Japan 
with a time of 2:15:58, and 
the women’ s winner was 
Desiree Linden of the USA 
in 2:39:54. ; 

Canada’s Reid Coolsaet 
was 9th in the men’s divi- 
sion with a time of 2:25:02 
and Krista Duchene also of 
Canada was third woman 
with a time of 2:44:20. 

It is not an easy race by 
any means. An early spring 
marathon means long hours 
on the road over the winter, 
training in difficult and 
sometimes dangerous con- 
ditions. 

The race date in early April 
usually means inclement 
weather bringing wind, rain, 
heat or even cold. 

For local Mississauga res- 
ident Dermot Howell, the 
Boston experience is an an- 
nual gig that he has com- 
pleted 28 consecutive times 
in arow. 

A financial guy in the 
trucking industry, he lists 
his main after-work hobby 
as marathon running, and 
he has 75 completed 
marathons to his credit. 

Being an accountant by 
trade, he is no stranger to an 
Excel spreadsheet. Believe it 
or not, he has logged every 
mile since he began running 
in 1978. Since that time, he 
has logged an impressive 
75,000 miles. 

Dermot completed this 
year’s Boston Marathon on 
Apr. 16 in 3:35:58 and fin- 


ished 9626 in a field of over 
30000 runners. His time 
also placed him 67th in his 
60-64 age group and auto- 
matically qualified him for 
next year. 

His time was especially 
sparkling, as he had to deal 
with a temperature of ic at 
race time and wind gusts of 
up to 40 miles an hour on 
the race course. The rain 
was also relentless and left 
him soaked to the bone and 
shivering at the finish line. 

Dermot is definitely a goal 
oriented guy. He sets nu- 
merous goals and bench- 
marks during his training 
year in order to complete the 
distance in the time he has 
set for himself. 

Running about 5 times a 
week, he carefully prepares 
his body, and will complete 
at least six 20 mile runs at 
least forty 10 mile runs as 
lead up the event. 

He doesn’t do this entirely 
alone, however. He runs 
with a group out of Lifetime 
Athletic in Mississauga and 
has the undying support of 
his wife, two grown children 
and grandchildren who 
cheer on his exploits and 
give him the emotional sup- 
port to keep doing what he 
loves to do. 

He especially gets a big 
kick out watching his young 
grandchildren complete the 
family races at Boston every 
year, and is proud to be able 
to lead by example on how 
to live a healthy lifestyle. 

“Competing in a race that 
has 30,000 participants is 
quite an experience,” adds 
Holwell. 

“Tt is so big that they now 
have four starting corrals in 
the village of Hopkinton 
Massachusetts, where the 
race begins. Basically, they 


have 7,500 people load up 
the starting grid four times 
between 10 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. 
and send them down the 
road toward the finish in 
downtown Boston,” states 
Holwell. 

The race is net downhill, 
but it has some hilly sections 
including “Heartbreak Hill” 
at the 21-mile mark, which 
has broken the will of many 
runners over the years. 

One of Dermot’s favourite 
sections of the course is the 
cheering section at mile 13, 
staged by the Wellesley 
School for Girls. Every year, 
this private girls’ school west 
of Boston sends out up to 
2000 young girls to cheer 
the runners as they make 
their way to Boston. 

“To have that level of en- 
thusiasm lift your spirts at 
the half way point is just a 
great feeling,” adds Holwell. 

In spite of the many tradi- 
tions of the Boston 
Marathon, Dermot has seen 
some definite changes over 
the years. 

After the terrorist bomb- 
ing a few years ag,o a lot of 
security was installed at all 
areas of the race including 
pre-race registration, start 
and finish line crowd control 
and a very visible on course 
military presence. 

Dermot’s next marathon 
for 2018 will be Chicago on 
thanksgiving weekend 
where he has set a time goal 
of 3:20. 

Ultimately, he wants to 
run as long as possible and 
has set a goal of dong his 
100th marathon at age 75. 
By then, he will have logged 
100,000 miles. 

Cheers to Dermot Holwell 
for following his dreams and 
doing what he loves to do. 


NBDL set to kick off 2018 season with expanded roster 


The spring weather isn’t 
just bringing out residents 
who want to shake off the 
snow and enjoy warmer 
temperatures - it’s bringing 
out the best in North Duf- 
ferin’s local baseball teams, 
who are set to begin the 
2018 season with a home 
match featuring the Bolton 
Brewers on May 5 at Ted 
Houston Park taking on the 
Clearview Orioles. 

The season’s official 
launch announcement fol- 
lows last month’s annual 
general meeting, which saw 
the league expand with an 


additional junior team that 
will be situated in Orilla. 

In total, 7 teams in the 
junior division will playing 
a 24-game schedule this 
year. 

The 14-team senior divi- 
sion will also play a 26- 
game schedule. 

Last year’s tournament 
saw the Mansfield Cubs win 
their first junior title with a 
a 9-4 win against the New 
Lowell Knights. 

The AGM also saw Drew 
Huerter of the Orangeville 
Giants voted as the best 
catcher, while Michael 


a 


2 


Gemmiti of the 
Bolton Dodgers 
took home the 
most sportsman- 
like player for a 
third straight year. 
New Lowell's 
Peter Kinghan was 
named the coach 
of the year. 
Outgoing ast 
president Chris 


=) Esson was recog- 
/nized with a 
| plaque for his 


three-years of 
service on the ex- 
ecutive by presi- 


dent Tyler Linger. 

Team representatives met 
for the annual general 
meeting following the 
awards and approved a 26- 
game schedule for the sen- 
ior division. Newmarket 
requested a leave of ab- 
sence dropping the senior 
loop to 14 teams this sea- 
son. 

Stay tuned to Peel Weekly 
News for further coverage 
of the NDBL season, along 
with tournament and post- 
game breakdowns. 
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Candidates take th 


Bruce 
Marshall 


Vieekiy Coluenn 


In addition to the change 
in seasons, we in the Region 
of Peel find ourselves pro- 
gressing through a year that 
could bring with it signifi- 
cant difference - and with 
that, opportunity. 

Notably, Ontario will ex- 
perience two elections in 
2018, each providing every 
legible voter with an oppor- 
tunity to participate and de- 
termine the leadership of 
the province and its munic- 
ipalities, as well as the di- 
rection our _ respective 
jurisdictions will take. 

Regarding the provincial 
election this June, it is not 
my intention to serve as a 
political analyst, other than 
to say that a general elec- 
tion, be it federal or provin- 
cial are always competitive, 
and as we have seen so often 
in the past, campaigns mat- 
ter and anything can hap- 
pen. 

However, the critical ele- 
ment remains that it is you 
the voter who always deter- 
mine the outcome, and my 
recommendation is that 
each of you listens to what 
all major parties have to say 
and base your decision on 
that informed analysis. 

In keeping with that phi- 
losophy, the Region of Peel 
hosted an MPP Candidate 
Forum earlier this month. 

The Region invited nomi- 
nated candidates from each 
of the four major parties 
(Liberals, Progressive Con- 
servatives, New Democratic 
Party and Green Party can- 
didates) from all twelve of 
Peel’s provincial ridings. 

The forum was structured 
such that a panel of Peel Re- 


gion Councillors took turns 
asking questions of the 
nominated party candidates 
regarding the specific issue 
areas the session was struc- 
tured to address. 

In turn, the candidates 
were requested to provide 
responses to those ques- 
tions and include whatever 
perspective they deemed 
relevant. 

It will come as no surprise 
that the questions poised fo- 
cused on the critical priori- 
ties of the Region, which 
was highlighted at the be- 
ginning of the session by 
Peel Region's Chief Admin- 
istrative Officer. 

Specifically, the issues 
that weigh the heaviest at 
Peel can be described in one 
word: Infrastructure. You 
had read about this previ- 
ously when I spoke to our 


infrastructure priorities 
being: Social; Green; and 
Transportation. 


Regarding the candidates’ 
responses and _ positions, 
that is something that I will 
leave you the voters to in- 
vestigate. However, I would 
like to emphasise that in the 
case of the representatives 
of each party, the answers 
were thoughtful, honest and 
sincere. 

I would like to express my 
appreciation to all the can- 
didates and regional offi- 
cials who participated in the 
forum for the seriousness by 
which they took this exer- 
cise. 

However, there was one 
discussion point that I 
would like to elaborate on 
further. Understandably, 
any discussion of infrastruc- 
ture involves the question of 
funding. 

In Peel Region, the need 
for infrastructure invest- 


ment and the requirement 
that stable and reliable rev- 
enue streams for that infra- 
structure are at a critical 
stage. 

For example, Peel's cur- 
rent population of approxi- 
mately 1.4 million is 
expected to exceed 2 million 
by 2041, and with that 
growth add another 
250,000 jobs and potential 
commuters. 

Moreover, Peel will con- 
tinue to be the most signifi- 
cant transportation and 
goods movement hub in 
Ontario and one of the 
largest in North America. 

For these and many other 
reasons, Peel had long ad- 
vanced and will continue to 
advocate for the completion 
of the Greater Toronto Area 
(GTA) West Corridor. 

I cite this because these 
longstanding _ considera- 
tions lead to a broader dis- 
cussion point. The members 
of Regional Council effi- 


ciently articulated that 
when it comes to infrastruc- 
ture, the municipalities 
have responsibility for 
(own) approximately two- 
thirds of what we the resi- 
dent uses. 

However, the means the 
local jurisdictions have to 
raise the revenue to main- 
tain and enhance, let alone 
expand upon, required in- 
frastructure needs are lim- 
ited, with few available 
leavers beyond residential 
property levies. 

In the words of one coun- 
cillor: the system is broken. 

The extent to which the 
issue of the infrastructure 
funding imbalance becomes 
an issue in the provincial 
election is not something I 
cannot foresee. 

However, as I referenced 
at the outset, campaigns 
matter - and you, the voter, 
matter most of all. 

Referencing this discus- 
sion leads to the topic of the 


municipal elections this Oc- 
tober. 

Speaking from the per- 
spective of someone who is 
soon to conclude thirty con- 
secutive years as municipal 
and regional council partic- 
ipant, I can authoritatively 
state that your municipal 
representative/councillor is 
consequential when it 
comes to your community 
and you and your family's 
quality of life. 

Throughout my thirty 

ears, I have been blessed to 

ave colleagues who have 
been dedicated to their re- 
spective wards and their ju- 
risdictions as a whole. 

It stands to reason that 
maintaining a high stan- 
dard of representation is de- 
pendent on the 
participation of an engaged 
electorate. 

Following the last election 
cycle, all three jurisdictions 
in Peel Region experienced 
the swearing in of a new 


e stage as election looms 


Mayor as well as the Region 
saying goodbye to _ its 
longest-serving Chair. 

This year, the municipal 
election will experience 
something new in that the 
office I currently hold (Re- 
gional Chair) will be directly 
elected by the voters of the 
Region as a whole and no 
longer be determined by the 
representatives on the re- 
gional council. 

This election, I believe, 
will be very significant. For 
example, it will be the first 
time there has been a re- 
gion-wide election in Peel 
and will represent the sec- 
ond largest municipal elec- 
tion in Ontario. 

Again, my objective is not 
to influence your decision, 
other than to encourage you 
to vote. 

I expect that this office, 
and office holder, will be 
significant as Peel Region 
moves forward and its resi- 
dents look to strong advo- 
cates in these changing 
times when critical and fun- 
damental decisions may be 
finalized. 

Finally, I plan to corre- 
spond with you periodically 
until the end of my term 
and elaborate on the many 
functions and services the 
region provides its resi- 
dents. 

I anticipate that the role of 
the Region will become 
more familiar to everyone 
throughout the fall cam- 

aign. I look forward to 
ending a hand in that re- 
gard. 


Frank Dale is the Chair for Peel 
Regional Council and a former 
Mississauga city councillor. 


Homelessness in Peel studied during landmark initiative 


Staff members from the 
Region of Peel and the Peel 
Alliance to End Homeless- 
ness took part this week in a 
study of homelessness in 
the region as part of a 
province-wide initiative. 

The study, billed as the 
first of its kind, saw staffers 
and community partners 
leading a concentrated ef- 
fort to enumerate homeless- 
ness in Brampton, Caledon 
and Mississauga in order to 
create a registry and better 
understand its effects on the 
region. 

As part of the study, the 


Region will measure home- 
leness every two years. Vol- 
unteers were sent out across 
the region to study short- 
term housing, shelters and 
individuals sleeping on the 
streets in all three areas, 
along with usage of support 
services across Peel. 

The information collected 
by the survey will be used to 
prioritize service access and 
planning, and was con- 
ducted anonymously. 

Peel Region’s Human 
Services Commissioner, 
Janice Sheehy, said that the 
study will help the region 


better understand the mag- 
nitude of homelessness and 
will support a revised Peel 
Housing and Homelessness 


Plan, in a statement re- 
leased on Friday. 

The study also included 
the region’s participation in 


the second annual Registry 
Week, conducted as part of 
the 20,000 Homes cam- 
paign, which is focused on 
ending homelessness in 20 
communities across the 
country. 

“Eliminating homeless- 
ness in Peel will produce 
enormous financial bene- 
fits, and alleviate unaccept- 
able personal costs to those 
experiencing homeless- 
ness.” said Peel Alliance 
chair Sharon Douglas. 

“As a community collabo- 
rative dedicated to creating 
system change, PAEH be- 


lieves that an integrated ap- 
proach to addressing home- 
lessness starts with 
enumeration. This baseline 
will enable us to measure 
our progress, and con- 
tribute to our partnered ef- 
forts in prioritizing Peel’s 
most vulnerable community 
members.” 

Peel Alliance led local ef- 
forts fir the 20,000 Homes 
program, which aims to give 
permanent shelters to 
20,000 of the country’s 
most vulnerable homeless 
people by July 1, 2020. 
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